
  

       

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Authentically Imperfect Christ Followers Uniting all 
seeking Grace and Belonging.” 

 

Dec. 14th, 2025 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Contact Us: 
(601) 992-2131 

info@saintmarksum.org 

 

Ministry Staff 

Jon Kaufman, Senior Pastor 

Ryan McGough, Associate Pastor 

Sandra Thomas, Pastor of Worship & Senior Adults 

Anna McGough, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Will & Amanda Lawson, Directors of Youth Ministries 

 

Connect With Us Online: 
www.saintmarksum.org 

Facebook - St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
     Instagram – stmarksumc_brandon 

TikTok - stmarksumc 
 
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 14 
8:20 am Trad. Worship w/ Cantata (1) (Greeters) 
9:30 am Sunday School (1+2+3+4) 
10:45 am Trad. Worship w/ Cantata (1) (Greeters)  
10:45 am 11th Hour Worship (5) (Greeters)  
3:00 pm Administrative Council Meeting (3-Parlor) 
4:00 pm Caroling & Hot Cocoa (bus) 
5:00 pm Handbell Practice (1-Robe Rm) 
5:00 pm Tween Night (3) 
5:30 pm Youth Sunday Night (4) 
 
MONDAY, DEC. 15  
8:00 am Walking with Joy (5) 
10:00 am Chair Yoga (5) 
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study (1-Choir Rm) 
6:00 pm Advent Study (1-Robe Rm) 
7:00 pm AA (2) 
 
TUESDAY, DEC. 16 
8:00 am Walking with Joy (5) 
Tabitha Circle Gathering (off campus-Luncheon) 
6:00 pm Ruth Circle Gathering (1-Robe Rm) 
6:00 pm Trustee Com. Meeting (1-Choir Rm) 
        
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 17 
7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group (1-Robe Rm)  
8:00 am Walking with Joy (5)  
10:00 am Chair Yoga (5) 
10:00 am Adult Advent Study (1-Robe Rm) 
6:00 pm Bible Studies tonight (2+4) 
7:00 pm Choir Practice (1)                                                                 
7:00 pm 11th Hr. Praise Team Practice (5)  

THURSDAY, DEC. 18 
8:00 am Walking with Joy (5) 
9:00 am Trendsetters Trip (bus) 
6:00 pm Men’s Fellowship Group (2) 
7:00 pm AA (2)  

FRIDAY, DEC. 19  
8:00 am Walking with Joy (5)  
10:00 am Chair Yoga (5) 
 
SATURDAY, DEC. 20 

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 21 
8:20 am Trad. Worship (1) (Greeters) 
9:30 am Sunday School (1+2+3+4) 
10:45 am Trad. Worship (1) (Greeters)  
10:45 am 11th Hour Worship (5) (Greeters)  
4:00 pm Blue Christmas Service (1) 
5:00 pm Handbell Practice (1-Robe Rm) 
5:00 pm Youth Christmas Party (4) 
 

 

 

                    December 14th   
Cantata during Traditional Worship Service(s), 

then Caroling & Hot Cocoa @ 4:00 pm (bus) 
 

Children’s Ministry  
Wednesday Nights in Asbury Hall @ 6 pm 

Sunday, Dec. 14th Tween Night @ 5:00 pm  
For details and sign-ups contact Anna McGough at 

anna@saintmarksum.org 

Youth Ministry 

Sunday, Dec. 14th – Caroling & Hot Cocoa (bus@4 pm) 
Sunday, Dec. 21st – Christmas Party & Secret Santa! 5pm  

Weds. @ 6 pm in SWH & Sunday Nights @ 5:30 pm in CLC / SWH 
Please email us at youth@saintmarksum.org 

Coming up… 

 

          Sunday, December 21st  
          Blue Christmas Service @ 4 pm in Sanctuary  
 
 

      Weds., December 24th Christmas Eve Services 
                  We are offering three services please                                                     
        invite family, friends & neighbors… All Welcome! 

         @ 12 pm, 4:30 pm & 6:00 pm  

              Special Wednesday Adult Advent Study  
 Dec. 3 & 10, & 17th at 10 am in Robe Room 
     and on Dec. 3 in Wesley Center at 6 pm  
        Taught by: Pastor Jon Kaufman 

 
 
 
 

Trendsetter Opportunities - for anyone 50+… 
  For more info text Sandra Thomas at 601-940-5120 or email 

Info@saintmarksum.org 
 

 
 

KEY: 

1 – Sanctuary building 

2 – Wesley – adult education 

3 – Asbury – children’s education 

4 – SWH – youth building 

5 – CLC – Christian Life Center 
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              Traditional Service 

3rd Sunday of Advent – December 14, 2025  

ENTERING INTO WORSHIP  

Gathering and Announcements                                       

Prelude                                                                               
  Acknowledging the Light of Christ in our midst  

  

+Call to Worship                                                               

+Hymn           “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                   # 234 
                                      vv.1,3,6  
 

Affirmation of Faith    Apostles’ Creed                      # 881 

Choral Response  “Christ Be Our Light”      Congregation 

Lighting of the Advent Candle      8:20am VanEvery Family 

                 10:45am John & Becky Hall 

Choral Response  “Christ Be Our Light”      Congregation 

Morning Prayer                                                             

The Lord’s Prayer                                                      

Offertory Prayer                                                               

Offertory               Christmas Medley         Mert Ozkan, cello 
                                                                   Bryan Tucker, oboe 
 

+Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   # 95 
 

Passing of the Peace                                                        
Children ages 3K through 5K are dismissed to Children’s Church  

 

+Hymn     “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”        # 3052 
                                      vv.1,2,5  
 

There is a Rose:  A Carol Cantata   
Christmas Intrada  

Suite I – Restore the Joy  
Suite II – Christ is Born!  

Suite III – Proclaim the Joy   
Suite IV – When Love was Born  

 +Benediction                                                                     

+Please stand as you are able.  
 

  Wednesday Nights at St. Mark’s 

 Our Supper is paused until 
January 14th, 2026 

Volunteers Needed & Welcome! 
 

Please scan the QR Code or use Link to 

Register for Supper or call Church.      

 

 

 

https://saintmarksum.shelbynextchms.
com/external/form/1cb13ca5-df73-

4471-b786-4d46ab73c46e 

   Regular Meal Pricing:  

-$10 Adult Meals (6 grade & up;  -$7 Child  

Excellent weekly menus we                           

look forward to seeing y’all at Supper! 

 

All welcome to join our    
Weds. Night Adult Studies              

at 6:00 pm in Wesley Center 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Holy Communion immediately follows 8:20 service, 

except on first Sundays. 

Livestream available for 8:20 am Traditional & 10:45 am 11th Hour    

on St. Mark’s FB or Saintmarksum.org 

Nursery is available ages up to and including two (2) years of age. 

To Request Prayers Email: 

Prayerrequest@saintmarksum.org 

(A full copy of our Prayer List is available at the exits) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

There is a Rose - A Carol Cantata 
Presented by St. Mark’s Sanctuary Choir  

Darlene Baker, piano; Jason Boyd, keyboard 
Aiden Curry, horn; Mert Ozkan, cello; 

Ann Pittman, flute; Bryan Tucker, oboe 
Sandra Bates, Gwen Robertson, Mary Rogers, 
Barbara Thompson, Cindy Wilkins, handbells 

Katie Heard, narrator 
Dennis O'Neal, Jim Stevenson, and Jan Smith, 

rehearsal tech team 
 

The rose is a universal symbol of beauty. There 
are many different colors and types of roses, and 
all have a special beauty about them. The baby 

Jesus cradled in Mary's arms was a beautiful sight 
to behold.  Here in this cantata the beautiful 
images of the rose are intertwined with the 
beautiful gift of the baby Jesus to the world. 

 
I want to thank all the people who spent many 
hours of rehearsal time preparing the music for 

today's service.  We hope you have been blessed 
by the music today.  

  
Merry Christmas!   

Rev. Sandra Thomas 

 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

SUNDAY, Dec. 14 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Luke 1:47-55 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

MON., Dec. 15 
Psalm 42 
Isaiah 29:17-24 
Acts 5:12-16 
 
TUES., Dec. 16 
Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Jude 1:17-25 
                                             
WEDS., Dec. 17 
Zechariah 8:1-17 
Matthew 8:14-17,28-34 
 
THURS., Dec. 18 
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 
2 Samuel 7:1-17 
Galatians 3:23-29 
 
FRI., Dec. 19 
2 Samuel 7:18-22 
Galations 4:1-7 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
SAT, Dec. 20 
2 Samuel 7:23-29 
John 3:31-36 
 
SUNDAY, Dec. 21 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE STEWARDSHIP REPORT: 
11/30/2025 

       
       Yr. 2025 

TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET         $ 1,271,083.00 

AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD           $ 1,019,230.00 

AMOUNT EXPENDED YTD           -$ 1,016,971.00 

Revenue Over/Under Expense             ($2,259.00) 

 UNPAID MISSION SHARES             119,724.00 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Online 
Shelby Giving 

Please scan the QR code 
with your smartphone to access 

the Shelby Giving app. 
Thank you for your continued 

support of our Ministries! 
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