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JULY
July 4 – office closed

July 8 – Stewpot

July 9 – Stewpot

July 10 – Stewpot, Youth go M.A.D. Grace Place

July 11 – Stewpot

July 12 – Stewpot

July 14 – Finance

July 16 – Youth swimming @ Millcreek

July 17 – Youth Summer block

July 18 – Middle School Mystery trip, Pictorial directory 
pictures

July 19 – Middle School Mystery trip, Pictorial directory 
pictures

July 24 – Youth Summer block, Pictorial directory pictures

July 25 – High School mystery trip

July 26 – High School mystery trip

July 28 – Mass choir concert @ Crossgates

July 30 – Youth swimming @ Millcreek

July 31 – Youth Summer block

AUGUST
August 1 – Pictorial directory pictures

August 2 – Pictorial directory pictures

August 3 – Pictorial directory pictures

August 4 – Pictorial directory pictures

August 5 – Pictorial directory pictures

Autust 6 – Pictorial directory pictures

August 11 – Save the date - Ed Kilbourne

MissionFest youth and adults giving the 
“Thumbs Up for Hope in Jesus”

What stereotypes do you have toward the homeless? Let’s face it, most of us
have some pre-conceived assumptions when we see someone holding a cardboard
sign, sleeping on a park bench, or otherwise looking/claiming to be homeless.
Well, MissionFest participants had those assumptions blown out of the water
when we met Rev. Lorenza Andrade Smith!

Lorenza was the primary speaker at MissionFest this year and she intrigued
us, fascinated us, surprised us, inspired us, and challenged us. You see, she has the
most unique appointment in the United Methodist Church (per her request). She
is almost two years into a three year appointment to the streets of San Antonio.
That’s right, her appointment is to be homeless - to show God’s love to the poor
and marginalized. And she has been doing that with passion, humility and stead-
fastness since 2011. She willingly gave up her salary, parsonage, pension and
health benefits in exchange for life on the streets. She captivated us with her sto-
ries of how God has used her to love the poor and marginalized in jail cells, home-
less shelters and even Skid Row. While we slept at Millsaps she slept on the streets
of Jackson. (She tried the women’s shelter downtown, but was turned away when
she didn’t have a shot record on her proving she’d had a tetnus shot). She lives her
convictions and takes the Light of Christ into dark places. Her faith in God leads
her and she was an incredible witness.

During the day, our youth and adults participated in numerous service proj-
ects around the Jackson metro area. Work sites included painting, child care,
nursing home/Alzheimer’s visitation, food banks, construction, clean up and
helping the UM Conference Office prepare for Annual Conference. It was truly
a fantastic week of service, worship and fellowship! Thank you for your prayers!

Remember
Pictoral Directory Pictures
July 18-20 and
August 1-6, 2013
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Preach the gospel to yourself daily 
Resting in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, not our
own

“For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness
of God.” ~ 2 Corinthians 5:21

My thoughts are constantly beating me up with what I should
have done or what I should not have done (my own righteousness). I
should have said this. I should not have said that. I wish I would have
done this. I wish I would not have done that.

Are any of ya’ll like me? Call it perfectionist or performance driv-
en, but sometimes I can not rest in my mind and in my heart because
I am thinking about what I should have done or not have done.
Sometimes I can not rest because of all the things I still want to do but
just can’t get to them!

Someone once said, “I’m so busy getting things done, I’m not getting
things done!”

The problem with that is this: I am left with guilt. I become guilt
driven, not gospel driven.

Jesus wants more for our lives than guilt. The gospel of Jesus does
not only save us from the penalty of sin; it saves us from the power of
sin, and the presence of sin (Romans 1:16-17).

Here’s where I want to encourage all of us to do everyday: ask the
Holy Spirit to preach the gospel to us. 

The gospel was first preached in Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her off-
spring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Abraham
lived out the gospel when he offered his one and only son, whom he
loved as a sacrifice (Genesis 22). He saw it lived out right under his
nose. Boaz lived it out in redeeming Ruth. David lived it out in slay-
ing Goliath. They all pointed to the gospel, the good news of Jesus.
Most of us know it in John 3:16 or Romans 5. The entire bible points
us to Jesus: (1) Who Jesus is and (2) What Jesus has done - NOT who
you are, only, and what you have done, only.

Life is not ultimately about who I am; it’s about who Jesus is (and
who I am in Him). It’s not about what I do or didn’t do or have to do,
it’s about what Jesus did (and what I can do in Him). I find my iden-
tity in Jesus, not in my accomplishments.

Every time I begin to center myself on my words or my thoughts
or my lack of belief, I ask the Holy Spirit to preach the gospel to me:
“Remind me, Spirit of Jesus, of who Christ is and what Christ has done.”

2 Corinthians said that He became sin so that we could become the
righteousness of God. I can rest in that gospel. May you as well. Bless
God for you and me to be gospel-driven people, resting in the righteous-
ness of Christ. In Jesus the Good News, Amen.

Jeff

Rob’s Remarks
This week begins my fourth year as your

Senior Pastor and twenty-ninth year as a pastor in
the Mississippi Annual Conference. Over the
past three years God has been moving and stir-
ring in me. I came here with an attitude that I
had to be the leader and prove myself and save
the day. Boy was that dumb! What I have discovered is that there was
too much I and not nearly enough WE.  Perhaps it is a “God thing”
that our Miss. Annual Conference’s theme for the next four years is
“The Power of WE”.  While at the Conference in June I heard sto-
ries of ways that WE are more powerful and enriching than ME. So
I want to share some observations about how WE have been respond-
ing to the ministry WE share with God as a community of faith.

WE have many new faces on our staff that possess gifts and graces
to enrich our common ministry and build upon those who have gone
before us. Most recently Martha Hand is continuing the work of nur-
ture and outreach Gary Cazier began in December. New people are
being contacted and given the opportunity to become participants
not just observers. Karie Sue McCaleb will strengthen our ministry
with children and families in new and creative ways if WE support
and make it a priority. Jeanne and Ed Chapman are giving fine lead-
ership along with youth and adult participation. Dennis O’Neal
brings years of experience to enrich our media, sound and technical
capabilities and take us to new vistas of communicating the gospel.
Can you have better musicians than Jason Boyd and Darlene Baker
or worship leaders than David Potvin or Drew Herrin?  Jim Readel
and Robert Ghoston are staying abreast of the daily physical plant
operations on this LARGE campus. Please express your gratitude to
them when you see them.  Our nursery staff led by Cari Clarkson
takes care of our most precious children with grace and sensitivity.
Our administrative staff made up of Delores Seward, Martha
Toombs and Sara Meeks make our jobs so much easier. And to my
pastoral colleagues, Sandra Thomas and Jeff Nesbit, I owe a great deal
of appreciation and thanksgiving for their ministry among us.  

But it is You who make the WE possible. It is the WE that God
will use in the year ahead to bring us to celebrate forty years as a wit-
ness in this community. It is the WE that will step out in faith to
build new space for ministry. But WE are building more than build-
ings. When WE meet God out in His world as He calls to us, WE
can live by faith that He and WE together can grow deeper and reach
wider for His glory. WE can with his help in the power of the Holy
Spirit, in the name of Jesus and with guidance of the Heavenly
Father. WE CAN!

Joyfully!
Rob
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Children’s Corner

An Encouraging Word
From Jo Hebert

Jo Hebert

Have you had a vacation yet this summer?
If not, I hope you have one planned.
Vacations help us to pan back and view life
from a broader perspective. We breathe deep-
er, rest easier, and usually have some fun. My
family and I just had that kind of vacation in
Gatlinburg, where one of my favorite adven-
tures was zip lining in the Smoky Mountains.
Trusting our guide and my harness, I was free
to sink in to an awesome thrill...a thrill I
might have missed if I had listened to all the
what-ifs in my head.

Last month, I gave some tips on dealing
with the severe anxiety of a panic attack. This
month, our topic is everyday anxiety--worry,
stress, or fear. Some are more prone to it than
others, but no matter how much you worry,
you can learn a new way. These tips do not
comprise an exhaustive list, and I won’t guar-
antee they will cure you from all anxiety; but
they will help you gather tools to chisel away
at it.

Get rest, exercise, and eat right. Don’t
gloss over that. If you are not taking care of
yourself in these ways, your body will not be

mocked. You simply won’t have what it takes
to think clearly. Decide to make your health-
-and sleep--a priority.

Examine your thoughts and your lan-
guage. What are you saying to yourself and
about yourself that is making you anxious?
Instead of thinking “there’s no way I can get
all this done,” remind yourself that you’ve
been in this spot before and everything
worked out.  Let your default reaction to a
stressor be “ok, this is hard, but, I can handle
this.” 

Learn to be in control of your thoughts.
I often tell people that “what-if” anxious
thoughts are a little bit like a crawler on your
TV screen alerting you to a weather warning.
If you know that your county is safe and the
warning is not for you, you can simply ignore
it and focus on your TV show. We can learn
to treat our anxious thoughts this way. They
are not for us and they are not fruitful, so we
can choose to focus on our task at hand. 

Often, we choose to focus on our anxious
thoughts (feed them) because we think we
will feel more prepared if we predict all the

worst scenarios and then plan how to respond
to them. But, we are fooling ourselves. One
anxious thought builds upon another, render-
ing our rational minds handicapped.

Instead, trust and focus on your Guide.
I thought of Jesus as my guide and my harness
when I was zip lining. His faithfulness is true
and able to hold me up when I let go. He
alone is the strength of my life. He takes my
hand and leads me to new paths when my
brain wants to go down the path of worry. He
can do the same for you as you find truth to
replace the fear. You can choose to focus on
scripture, songs, prayer, or a previous victory.
(Phil 4:8 applies again here).

If it is hard for you to give a worry fully to
the Lord, it is OK. Give it to Him in pieces.
He is not mad at you. He is a kind God,
abounding in mercy and He desires to make
you free to sink into the thrill of life in Him.

My office is just off the robe room in the
main church building. I am available Mon.,
Wed., and Fri. mornings and some evening
hours.  You can reach me by phone (601-259-
1749) or email (jhebertlpc@comcast.net).

My name is Karie
Sue McCaleb and
I'm an ordained
Deacon in the
United Methodist
Church. I'm mar-
ried to Reed McCa-
leb, who is also a
pastor, serving as
Associate at Clinton

FUMC. We have two beautiful chil-
dren, Reynolds, 5 and Riley Kate, 3. We
are thrilled to be in the midst of such a
wonderful and active community here
in Brandon. I'm especially looking for-
ward to spending time with you and
your precious children in ministry here
at St. Mark's!

Karie Sue McCaleb



Jeanne’s 2 Sense:
jeanne@saintmarksum.org
So, have you made it to the movies yet? Summer is halfway over and I’ve yet to make it to the theatre.
Perhaps that’s in part to all the things happening in our youth ministry! What an incredible month of June we
have had! MissionFest, VBS, Summer Block, and Lake Junaluska (including white water rafting!). Now
that’s some kind of action! God’s Spirit has been working and moving this summer! How I pray you have
been a part of it! But remember, there is still the second-half of summer to go and it’s not too late to still

plug in and be involved. July brings plenty of opportunities for spiritual growth and fellowship - including
Summerge on Sunday nights, serving at Grace Place, Sunday School, Summer Block, swimming at Millcreek Pool, and two
Mystery Trips (one for ms/one for hs)! Don’t waste your summer! Before you know it, it will be history!

We also want to extend a big welcome to our upcoming 6th graders! You are invited to join us on the Middle School
Mystery Trip later this month. This is a great opportunity for you to jump into the youth group. You will have fun, get to know
leaders and build friendships with other youth! Please contact me for more information!
“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within
us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” Eph. 3:20-21. ~ g.

p

Camping Trip @
Jellystone Park

Labor Day Weekend * Aug. 30-Sept. 2
Cost: $55 tents/ $75 cabins

includes: food, lodging, swimming, water
slide, putt putt, fishing, lake activities,

softball, s’mores & more!
Registration & Payment required by July 28!
After this date space limited to availability &

$20 late fee! We need adults too!

MS - July 18-19
Cost: $55
Deadline to register: July 7
For students entering 6th - 8th grades

HS - July 25-26
Cost: $65

Deadline to register: July 14
For students entering 9th - 12th grades

JULY Schedule
7 - Summerge (w/ Spoons Tourney)
14 - Rez Community Picnic
21 - Summerge (w/ Kickball)
28 - Summerge (w/ Mega Relay)

JULY Schedululululululululluleeeeeeeee
- Summerggggggggeeeeeeeeee (w(w(w(w(w(w(w(w(ww///////// SpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpooooooooooooooooooo nsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsns TTTTTTTTTTTouououououououououo rnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrrney)
- Rez CCCCCCCCCCoomooooooo muninininininiinininn tytytytytytytty PPiciiii inininiiiccccccccc
- Sumumumumummumummummergrrgrgrggggggeeeeeeeee (w(w(w(w(w((w((w( / Kickball)
- SSSSSSSSSumumumumumumumumumummememmmmemememergrgrgrgrgrgggggeeeeeeeeee ((w( / Mega Relay)

SUMMERGE
Worship * Bible Study * Snacks * Fellowship

(Summer Sunday Night Youth Group)
6 - 8:30 pm (snack included)

“A BLOCKBUSTER SUMMER”
St. Mark’s Youth Ministry presents...

(Select Wednesdays during the summer)
July 17, 24 & 31
Noon - 4:00 pm
HUB/CLC

Food, Friends, Devo, Games, Ping
Pong, Pool, Foos Ball, & More!
BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!

Transportation is available. Please contact
Jeanne for more info or to sign up for a ride!

SUMMER BLOCK

SUMMERGE

GoM.A.D. @ Grace Place!
Wednesday, July 10
7:45 am - Noon

Join us as we worship and serve
the homeless of Jackson at
Galloway UMC. Meet & return at
St. Mark’s. Space is limited.

July 9 & 23
Join us for fun in the sun

with friends!

Tuesdays @ 2
@Millcreek Pool!

2 - 4 pm
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St. Mark’s, Crossgates and Brandon
United Methodist Choirs in Concert
Sunday, July 28, 6 pm at Crossgates United
Methodist Church

Every Sunday, choirs from churches all over the country gather to sing for
their own individual worship services and are outstanding.  The United

Methodist Churches in Brandon are no different.  But, on Sunday night, July 28, three of these
fabulous church choirs will come together and sing as a mass choir.  What a joy it will be for
the choir members to be a part of the group and even more so, for the congregations to hear a
larger choir sing.

I want to invite you to come out to Crossgates on July 28 and hear us make a joyful noise
to the Lord.  You will hear some of the choirs’ favorites we will have been singing on Sunday
mornings throughout the summer. 

Stop a choir member sometime and tell them how much you appreciate them sharing their
talent of music each Sunday.  I tell them all the time.

In Christ 
Sandra 

Sandra Thomas

St. Mark’s UMC Reaches 
Wider In Honduras

A team of 29 missionaries from around the Jackson area descended upon the
Honduran countryside on June 13 for a week of work, worship and relationship building
with the Honduran people. The team, which included 11 St. Mark’s members and was led
by Bobby and Julie Blake, was busy in a number of worthy activities. Team members helped
in the construction of a school and orphanage, led a ladies’ bible study and children’s VBS,
painted a soup kitchen, held a young ladies purity retreat, and assisted in an after-school
tutoring program. Women’s health education seminars, woodworking workshops and phar-
macy support were also a part of the week’s activities.

An exciting addition to this year’s schedule was a one day Kairos-style meeting in one of
Honduras’ toughest prisons. Approximately 8 male members of the mission team spent the
day with 1 female and 11 male leaders of the inmate population, sharing their testimonies
and the light of Christ in this very dark and neglected place. At the end of the day, inmates
were offered communion and a hand-carved cross necklace, which had been prayed over by
all of the mission team members.  The team would like to thank the St. Mark’s communi-
ty for their prayers as well, during this moving time of gospel-sharing in Honduras.

Plans will soon begin for the next year’s return to Honduras. Please pray about becom-
ing a part of this fruitful ministry.
There is a vital contribution needed
from everyone, so please consider giv-
ing your offerings, presence and
prayers to this beloved ministry.
Christ is counting on you! You may
contact Julie Blake for more details.

Music News

MISSION NEWS

Greetings from 
Nurture and Outreach

I have been a mem-
ber of St. Mark’s for
twenty three years,
and during that time
many of you have
known me as a choir
member, an adult
Sunday School leader,
a member of commit-
tees, or a member of

the Honduran mission team.  But one
thing you have never known me to be is a
staff member at St. Mark’s … until now!
It is amazing how new opportunities pop
up when you least expect them.  After 25
years of teaching elementary school for
Rankin County School District, I decided
to retire. I felt God was leading me to a
more flexible work schedule so I would be
able to help care for my elderly parents.
Soon after my retirement decision, Rob
mentioned to me about the position of
Nurture and Outreach. While thinking
and praying about accepting this position,
I thought about twenty three years ago
when my family was nurtured at St.
Mark’s.  After moving here from
Louisiana and settling at the Reservoir
area, it was time to find a church.  Since
we drove down Grant’s Ferry Road every
day past the church, and since we were
Methodists, St. Mark’s seemed like the
reasonable choice for our first church
visit.  It was the only church our family
ever visited!   Because of the friendliness,
nurture, and love that we felt from the
members on our first visit, St. Mark’s
became our church home.  Philippians
4:9 says “whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me, or seen in me
– put into practice. And the peace of God
will be with you.”  Twenty three years ago,
my family felt God’s nurturing spirit
through you, and that practice continues
every day here at St. Mark’s . I am excited
to know that with this new opportunity, I
can help facilitate the already great job all
of you do to nurture and reach out to vis-
itors and newcomers at our church. If you
know anyone who needs to be contacted,
please feel free to call me (601-540-5422),
email me at mhand@saintmarksum.org,
or find me on Sunday. 

Martha Hand

The St. Mark’s mission team 
in Honduras


